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Introduction and Goals for Tonight



Beginner’s Mind
(Shoshin)

Do I need to know the name of this moss?

Let’s go forward in small steps.

Consider targeting specific mosses in your 
journey.



Moss 
Life Cycle



Questions to ask your moss
Environment that the moss is growing in?

Neighbors/communities of mosses?

Substrate?

Growth Form? Size?

Reproductive stage?  Capsules/sporophytes/gemmae?

Leaf Characters?

What mosses are found in this area?

Dried or hydrated?—there is a big difference















Johnson County



Southern Douglas County



Why the difference?

https://www.kgs.k
u.edu/General/G
eology/Douglas/i
ndex.html



Let’s Question some Moss  (30 minutes)

● 10 or so moss specimens in numbered plastic containers
● Images from the collection sites for each numbered moss are at 

www.bradwilliamson.net
● See if you can find answers to some of the earlier suggested 

questions for mosses you chose.  You’ll need your hand lens, your 
notebook and a measuring device.

● Discuss with partners and other groups.
● These questions can guide our search for the mosses identities and 

unlock moss stories.

http://www.bradwilliamson.net


Moss Genera

Platygyrium
Entodon seductrix
Weissia
Bryum
Anomodon minor
Pseudoanomodon attenuatus

Leafy liverwort (possibly Frullania)

Fissidens
Funaria
Plagiomnium
Orthotrichum
Syntrichia



Where do we go from here?
Maybe a bit of Citizen Science 

or 

Maybe a bit of JoCo MasterNaturalist service



Citizen Science

iNaturalist:  Kansas Bryophyte Project Page









JOCO Parks Online Moss Trails?



JOCO Parks Online Moss Trails?

Kansas Native Plant Society’s Field Trip at Hillsdale Lake 

Columbia Audubon Cell Phone Moss Trail

Discussion?







On your own—some suggestions

1. Make a list of what has been found in your area.
2. Target a few “common” species until you are comfortable. 
3. Take lots of close up photos (through your lens) and distance photos 

(auto-database)
4. Consider iNat for a first round of suggestions–your candidate mosses. 

(assuming you are starting from scratch)
5. Scout the internet for images of the candidate mosses.
6. Add the observation to iNat and perhaps you’ll get a confirmation/perhaps it 

will be incorrect.
7. Cherish each moss that you confidently identify and equally cherish the 

lessons you learn from the ones you don’t.































Resources  (I am creating a moss resource page on my 
web site–stay tuned.

Tools:  Lens, forceps, microscopes, 
etc.

Water spray bottles

Books

Free Online resources

iNaturalist

Northern Forest Atlas

Ohio and Illinois moss pages

Plants of the Gila Wilderness

Online eflora
Northern Forest Atlas
iNat
Ohio
Illinois
Princeton Guide
Bryophyte portal
Ecology of Bryophytes
British bryophyte help
Online glossary(s)
iNat micromoss project


